METALS.

CHAP.   IV.
OF  METALS.

I.   METALS may be considered as the great Instru-   Properties
ments of all oar improvements : Without them, many
of the arts and sciences could hardly have existed.    So
sensible were the ancients of their great importance,
that they raised those persons who first discovered the
art of working them to the rank of deities.    In che-
mistry, they have always filled a conspicuous station :
at one period the whole science was confined to them ;
and it may be said to have owed its very existence to a
rage for making and transmuting metals.
1. One of the most conspicuous properties of the
metals is a particular brilliancy which they possess,
and which has been called the metallic lustre. There are
other bodies indeed (niica for instance) which appa-
rently possess this peculiar lustre; but in them it is con-
fined to the surface, and accordingly disappears when
they are scratched ; whereas it pervades every part of
the rnetals. This lustre is occasioned by their reflect-
ing much more light than any other bodies ; a property
which seems to depend partly on the closeness of their
texture. This renders them peculiarly proper for mir-
rors, of which they always form the basis*